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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERMISSION TO FILE CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1469,
1997 EMERGENCY SUPPLE-

MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT
FOR RECOVERY FROM NATURAL
DISASTERS, AND FOR OVERSEAS
PEACEKEEPING EFFORTS, IN-
CLUDING THOSE IN BOSNIA

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the managers
on the part of the House may have
until midnight tonight, June 4, 1997, to
file a conference report on the bill
(H.R. 1469) making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for recovery
from natural disasters, and for over-
seas peacekeeping efforts, including
those in Bosnia, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1997, and for other
purposes.

Mr. Speaker, | would say that this
has been cleared by the minority.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOODLATTE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Louisi-
ana?

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, | would simply say
that the gentleman is correct. This mo-
tion is supported on this side of the
aisle as well.

I would simply ask the gentleman if
he could tell us when it is the intention
of the majority side of the aisle to take
this bill up on the floor?

Mr. LIVINGSTON. If the gentleman
will yield, | appreciate the gentleman
giving me the opportunity to point out
that within the next few minutes, we
hope to wrap up the conference report
and have it available for presentation
to the Committee on Rules and to the
House tomorrow afternoon. It would be
my intention to bring it up so the
House could pass it, and hopefully the
Senate will do likewise tomorrow so
that we could send it to the President
tomorrow evening.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, further re-
serving the right to object, let me sim-
ply say that | would have no objection
to this procedure on this side of the
aisle, although what | would greatly
prefer is for us to strip out the irrele-
vant riders which are going to cause
the President to veto this bill. | think
it would be a much faster approach and
the relief would be gotten to the por-
tions of the country who need it if we
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were immediately to strip those riders
out that we know the President will
veto the bill over. This way we are sim-
ply going to be back next week doing
what we should have done straight and
clean this week. But if that is the best
we can do, it is the best that can be
done.

Mr. Speaker, | withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 1998
AND 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 159 and rule
XXIIl, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1757.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1757) to con-
solidate international affairs agencies,
to authorize appropriations for the De-
partment of State and related agencies
for fiscal years 1998 and 1999, and for
other purposes, with Mr. HANSEN in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN] and the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON]
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of H.R. 1757, the Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act for fiscal years
1998 and 1999. The bill before the House
today includes a basic reauthorization
of the operations of the Department of
State and related agencies and the con-
solidation of some of those foreign af-
fairs agencies.

This bill is the product of significant
oversight and a bipartisan effort. By
way of this bill, support is provided for
our Government’s activities abroad, to
include U.S. embassies, American citi-
zen services, passport and visa issu-
ance, and international broadcasting
programs such as Radio Free Asia and
broadcasting to Cuba. In addition, it
funds United States-Mexico and United
States-Canada commissions that are
tasked with matters dealing with fish-
eries, with sewage disposal, and other
border issues.

We included most of the administra-
tion’s legislative requests. However, in
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